African Spur-Thigh Tortoise
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What do I look like?
I am very tame and outgoing for a tortoise, and I grow to be quite large.  Females can reach 65- 75 pounds, and males can weigh 125-150 pounds!  We got our names because of the spurs on our hind legs. Our upper shell is broad and oval shaped and has a rock-like pattern on it.  The upper shell usually has a dark brown or gray-green color to it.  The bottom of my shell is an off-white color. My head is brown, and my skin color ranges from gold to yellowish brown. 

Where do I live?
Tortoises like me are native to hot and dry scrubland.  We are found in North-Central Africa and South of the Sahara Desert.  Our natural habitat is one of the driest and hottest parts of Africa, so we have skin that keeps moisture in very well.  If it gets too hot for us, we like to dig deep burrows to keep out of the sun and get to the cooler, wetter soil underground.  Unfortunately we are very scarce in nature.
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What do we eat?
In the wild we would eat grasses, hay, dandelions, and Opuntia cactus pods. If we are pets you should feed us mixed greens, grasses and vegetables everyday.  At EarthWorks, Speedy, our resident Spur-Thigh Tortoise, eats lettuce, grasses and sometimes fresh fruit as a treat.
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Some interesting things about us are…
· For tortoises, we are very active and love to roam around.

· If we stay healthy, we can live to be almost 70 years old.

· We are the largest mainland tortoises in all of Africa.
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While most tortoises lay small clutches (a clutch is the number of eggs we lay at one time) of 2- 4 eggs, we can lay up to 20 eggs in a clutch.









